Houston County Commissioners Meeting

May 21, 2013
Warner Robins, Georgia

The Houston County Board of Commissioners met in regular session at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, May 21, 2013 at the Houston County Annex in Warner Robins, Georgia with Chairman Stalnaker presiding and Commissioners McMichael, Walker, Thomson and Robinson present.  Also present were Director of Administration Barry Holland, Director of Operations Robbie Dunbar, Director of Purchasing Mark Baker, Director of Personnel Ken Carter, HEMA/Fire Chief Jimmy Williams, Jim Taylor Robins Regional Chamber, Warner Robins Councilmen Mike Davis, Paul Shealy, Mike Brashear, Mike Daley, Jack Steed of Keep Warner Robins Beautiful, Marsha Buzzell, Executive Director of the Warner Robins Convention and Visitors Bureau, Walton and Becky Wood and County Attorney Tom Hall.
Commissioner McMichael led the audience in the Invocation.

Lt. Col. David M. Steele, USMC let the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance and spoke of his military career.  He was commissioned in 1995 after receiving a bachelor’s degree from George Mason University in Virginia.  Lt. Col. Steele is the commanding officer of the Marine Aircraft Group Detachment A on Robins Air Force Base.  His detachment provides oversight of a Marine Light Attack Helicopter Squadron which is the only attack helicopter squadron in the Marine Corp Reserves.  Lt. Col. Steele has had an interesting career including three tours in Afghanistan, a four year tour with HMX-1 which included flying President Bush in Marine One and the opportunity to also fly with the Pope.  He spoke briefly of the Marine Corps downsizing due to budget constraints.  Currently there are approximately 182,000 Marines in service.  He stated that the Middle Georgia community takes care of their military service members better than anywhere else.
Jack Steed presented the Keep Warner Robins Beautiful Award to the Houston County Commissioners.  Mr. Steed thanked the Commissioners for their efforts in developing the Jack Steed Unity Park at the corner of Leverette and Corder Road.  Executive Director of Warner Robins Convention and Visitors Bureau Marsha Buzzell and Director of Operations Robbie Dunbar were on hand representing the Keep Warner Robins Beautiful Board.  Chairman Tommy Stalnaker stated he is very appreciative of the partnership and credited Robbie Dunbar and his public works crew for performing the work.   

Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to approve the minutes of May 7, 2013. 

Mr. Walker presented Re-Zoning Application #1708 submitted by Robert Story on behalf of Oconee Capital.  The property is described as LL 55, of the 11th Land District of Houston County, Parcel “A” on a Plat of Survey for Oconee Capital, consisting of 101.73 acres.  Existing use is residential R-1, vacant land.  Proposed use is Re-Zoning to allow for development of the property with R-2 zoning. The Planning and Zoning Board unanimously recommends approval of Application #1708 subject to public sewer being made available by the City of Warner Robins and a street tie-in being made available on adjacent property to the North.  

Chairman Stalnaker then opened a public hearing on Re-Zoning Application #1708.

Mr. Robert Story, applicant, spoke on behalf of Oconee Capital and addressed the concerns the Board had about the planned residential development.  This application was tabled at the May 7th meeting due to concerns about the development’s future connectivity to the development to the North of this property that would allow for a secondary access point to Highway 96 other than Davidson Road.  Chairman Stalnaker and Director of Operations Robbie Dunbar clarified the design aspect of the stub-out streets as cul-de-sacs that would allow this development to eventually achieve the required connectivity.
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There was no opposition.

There being no further public comments, the hearing was closed.

Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Mr. Thomson and carried unanimously to approve Application #1708.

Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Mr. McMichael and carried unanimously to reappoint Ms. Faye Coulter to a three-year term on the Phoenix Center Community Service Board.  Ms. Coulter’s term will begin July 1, 2013 and expire on June 30, 2016.
Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Mr. Thomson and carried unanimously to reappoint Frank Cook and John Trussell to four year terms on the Board of Zoning Appeals.  Both terms will expire on June 5, 2017.

Motion by Ms. Robinson, second by Mr. Thomson and carried unanimously to authorize Chairman Stalnaker to sign an Intergovernmental Agreement with the City of Perry for the Houston County Board of Elections to conduct its municipal election for the 2013 election year.

Motion by Mr. Thomson, second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to authorize Chairman Stalnaker to sign the Option for Right-of-Way on Parcel 100 consisting of 0.01 acres for $700 at the intersection of SR 96 and Oglethorpe Road with the Georgia Department of Transportation.

Motion by Mr. Thomson, second by Mr. McMichael and carried unanimously to authorize Chairman Stalnaker to sign a professional services agreement with Stantec Consulting Services, Inc. of Macon in the amount of $98,280 for design services on the widening of Carl Vinson Parkway from North of Elberta Road to Dunbar Road (Phase III).  
Chairman Stalnaker detailed some of the design elements of the project and explained the need behind the improvements.  Director of Operations Robbie Dunbar stated that the design process would take about six months to complete.

Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Mr. Thomson and carried unanimously to award a bid for the joint 2013 LMIG road resurfacing and repair projects to Georgia Asphalt of Macon in the total amount of $2,629,676.71 of which Houston County’s portion is $706,717.98.  The cities of Warner Robins, Centerville, Perry, Hawkinsville and Pulaski County will be responsible for the balance of $1,922,958.73.

Chairman Stalnaker explained that there was a 30% match in funds that the County will provide to supplement the $549K LMIG funds which we have already received for this project.  He also indicated that there were considerable savings realized by combining the County’s projects with those of Warner Robins, Centerville, Perry, Hawkinsville and Pulaski County.
Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Ms. Robinson and carried unanimously to approve payment of the bills totaling $1,611,829.97.
Chairman Stalnaker then opened the meeting for public comments.  
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Warner Robins Councilman Mike Davis thanked the Board for their efforts toward the completion of the Carl Vinson Road project.  He explained that part of the project is in the City of Warner Robins, part in the City of Centerville and part in Houston County and therefore is an important improvement for all.  He also thanked the Board for taking the lead on the bids for the joint LMIG projects.  Warner Robins Councilman Paul Shealy thanked the Board for the invitation to tonight’s meeting and also thanked Mr. Jack Steed for his efforts with Keep Warner Robins Beautiful.

There being no further public comments, the meeting was continued.

Chairman Stalnaker asked Purchasing Agent Mark Baker to update the Board on the status of the Nola Brantley Memorial Library renovation and addition project.  Mr. Baker stated that the work is still on schedule and that the cost savings gained through value engineering efforts have kept the project within budget.  He indicated that there was a scheduled walk-through at the site on Thursday of this week to review the construction progress.

Mr. Thomson reemphasized that the project is still in budget.

Mr. McMichael remarked that Middle Georgia State College utilizes the Library as a valuable student resource.

Chairman Stalnaker commented that during a recent visit to the Warner Robins branch he was surprised at the number of patrons actually served by the library system.  Becky Wood, Library Board member, stated that there are a large number of patrons and that she personally was surprised by the turnout for the recent Friends of the Library book sale.

Mr. Walker remarked that it is a privilege to live in Houston County and to work together with the Cities.

Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Mr. Thomson and carried unanimously to adjourn the meeting.
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